ISAIAH 
THE PROPHET-EVANGELIST 


His name (Isaiah) means "salvation of the Lord" or "the Lord is salvation", 
He is described as "the son of Amoz" (Isa 1:1; 2:1; 13:1) 
Tradition says that Amoz was a brother of Amaziah, the son of Joash, king of Judah (2 Kin 14:1). 


He was married and had two sons, Shear-Jashub (Isa 7:3) and Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (Isa 8:3). 
* It is generally thought the vision of the throne scene which occurred "in the year Uzziah died" (Isa 6:1) was the 
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beginning point of his ministry as a prophet (ca. 739 B.C.). 

* Assuming that he was a young man at the death of Uzziah in 742 B.C. he might have been 70 or 80 at the time 
of his death (ca. 680 B.C.). 

* Therefore, the prophet would have ministered for at least 60 years in an effort to bring the nation back to God. 

* He prophesied under the reign of four Judean kings—Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1) 

* According to Jewish tradition, Isaiah was executed by Manasseh only a few years after he ascended the throne. 

* One source describes Isaiah as having been sawn asunder with a wooden saw (cf. Hebrews 11:37). This would 
mean Isaiah prophesied during a period of approximately 50 years (ca. 739-690 B.C.). 

* The book of Isaiah is one of the largest in the entire Bible, next to Psalms 

* Chapters: 66 

* Verses: 1292 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ISAIAH 
* His prophecies included both events relevant to his own time and people and about future events that will affect the entire 
human family. 
* He most famously foretold 700 years before the Savior's birth: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel."(Isaiah 7:14) 
Christ's parables would fall on deaf ears (Isaiah 6:9-10 / Matthew 13:13-15). 
The Messiah would be a stone that causes people to stumble (Isaiah 8:14). 
Christ's ministry would begin in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1-2 / Matthew 4:12-17) 
Jesus would draw the Gentiles to himself (Isaiah 11:10 / John 12:18-21). 
Jesus would have a miraculous ministry (Isaiah 35:5-6 / Matthew 11:2-6). 
The Messiah would be preceded by a forerunner (Isaiah 40:3-4 / John 1:23). 
Jesus will be a gentle redeemer of the Gentiles (Isaiah 42:1-4 / Matthew 12:15-21). 
Jesus would be despised and rejected (Isaiah 53:3 / Luke 4:28-29) 
The Messiah will be mocked and abused (Isaiah 50:3-6 / Matthew 27:27-31) 


The Messiah will have all authority over judgment (Isaiah 22:22 / Revelation 3:7). 
The Messiah will pour out his Spirit (Isaiah 44:3 / John 16:7) 
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* He foretold that after His Second Coming, “the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his 


ancients gloriously."(Isaiah 24:23.) 
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INTERESTING FACTS 


Most of Isaiah's prophecies are written as poetry. 


* 


* 


The New Testament quotes and applies more scriptures from the book of Isaiah than any other Old Testament prophet. 


* 


Isaiah, at the Lord's command, walked around naked and barefoot for three years as a sign and a portent against Egypt 
(Isaiah 20:1-5). 
Isaiah helped to prevent Judah’s captivity and exile by Assyria when the Assyrian king Sennacherib invaded the land during 


* 


Hezekiah’s reign. 


* 


Isaiah said that an ointment made from figs would cure Hezekiah’s illness and spare his life (Isaiah 38:21). 


* 


Isaiah recorded God's message to Cyrus king of Persia before Cyrus had even been born and before Persia became a 
great power (Isaiah 44:28, 45:1-6). 

The book of Isaiah is like a Miniature Bible: The first 39 books (Like the books of the OT) talk about the Judgement of God; 
The final 27 chapters (like the NT) talk about a Message of Hope 


The word “Salvation” is mentioned 26 times in Isaiah and only 7 times in all the other books of Prophecy combined. 


* 


* 


* 


When Jesus went to Nazareth, on the Sabbath day in the synagogue, He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. He read it and said “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing'" (Luke 4:16-21). 


* Isaiah's 2 favorite designation for Jehovah (Yahweh) ” 
a. "The Lord of Hosts", used 62 times in the book 
* b. "The Holy One Of Israel". used 25 times in the book 


* 


THE HISTORICAL SETTING 
_ * Isaiah prophesied from 739-681 BC to a nation that had turned a deaf ear to the Lord. 
* Instead of serving Him with humility and offering love to their neighbors, the nation of Judah offered meaningless 
sacrifices in God's temple at Jerusalem 
* They committed injustices throughout the nation. 


* The people of Judah turned their backs on God and alienated themselves from Him 
* Therefore Judgements were pronounced upon the people 


* It was atime of great political turmoil for the nation of Judah. 

* Assyria was expanding its empire, attacking Israel and Syria to the north. 

* When Judah refused to joined a coalition with Israel and Syria to resist Assyria, Judah was attacked by Israel and Syria in 
retaliation. 

* As Judah seriously considered inviting Assyria to help, Isaiah sought to encourage the king and the people to trust only in 

Jehovah. 

King Ahaz of Judah rejected Isaiah's advice and asked Assyria to come to his aid. 

Assyria accepted, and the capital of Israel (Samaria) fell in 722 B.C. 

It soon became clear that Judah was next on Assyria's hit list. 

Judah began looking to Egypt in the south for help. 
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Once again, Isaiah counseled the nation to make no alliances but trust only in the Lord. 


THE HISTORICAL SETTING 


* ae Hezekiah needled Isaiah and God rewarded his faith by destroying the Assyrian host (Isa 36-37). 

* But in a moment of weakness Hezekiah showed the ambassadors from Babylon (Assyria's enemy) the house of his treasures 
(Isa 39:1-2). 

* This prompted Isaiah to foretell that the king's treasures and his descendants would be taken away to Babylon (Isa 39:5-7). 

* At the beginning of Isaiah's prophecy, Israel and Judah were at the height of their reigns. 

* Together, these two nations held almost as much territory as that held by Solomon. 

* They were wealthy and prosperous. 

* Syria was gone. 

* Egypt was weak. 

* Assyria was not a threat. 

* And Babylon was nowhere to be seen. 

* At the end of Isaiah's life, Israel was no more and Judah was greatly reduced in size, being only a “gnat” in comparison to 
Assyria. 

* During this time God sent several prophets to Israel and Judah. 

* Hosea (750-725 B.C.) prophesied mainly to Israel, the northern ten tribes. 

* Micah (735-700 B.C.) together with Isaiah spoke primarily to Judah in the south. 

* The message of the prophets was one of ruin and restoration. 
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2 DIVISIONS / 2 THEMES 
Two Major Divisions of the Book: 
1. The Assyrian Period (chapters 1-39) - 
2. The Babylonian Period (chapters 40-66) 


Though Isaiah did not live during the period of Babylonian captivity, he was able to speak words of comfort to those who 
would experience that difficult time of Israel's history. 


Two major themes run throughout the book: 
a. "The Messiah to come and the glory of His age”. 
* Isaiah is often referred to as "The Messianic Prophet", because of his many prophecies that were fulfilled in Jesus. 
* Isaiah sooke frequently of the events to come 
* He foretold the fall of heathen nations and the establishment of the kingdom of the Messiah who would rule in justice 
and righteousness (cf. Isa 2:1-5). 


b. "Trust in the Holy One of Israel”. 
* Isaiah's work was not solely foretelling the future, but one who spoke God's word to the people of his own day. 
* Faith in the Lord would assure forgiveness for their transgressions and deliverance from their enemies. 
* 8 times the people are urged to "wait upon the Lord" (cf. Ilsa 40:28-31). 


3 NAMES & THEIR SIGNIFICANCE 


. His son Maher-shalal-hash-baz 


i) 


* 


Meaning: “Spoil quickly, plunder speedily" 
This referred to the fact that judgment via the nation of Assyria was imminent. 


When the Assyrians attacked, they would quickly loot Judah like a ravenous animal. 


* 


* 


2. His son, Shear-jashub 

* Meaning: “a remnant shall return” 

* This offered a glimpse of hope. 

Judah would ultimately be carried off into exile as part of the curse for breaking the Mosaic Covenant (cf. Deut. 28:36) 


* 


But God would ultimately return a small portion of them to the land. 


* 


3. Isaiah's own name 
* Meaning: “the Lord is salvation.” 
* There was a son of even greater importance who would be born to a virgin (cf. Isa. 7:14) 
__. * He would sit on the throne of David to rule forever (cf. Isa. 9:7). 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE BOOK 


|. Judgment (poetry), Chapters 1-35 
Revelation of the Sovereign on the throne. 


A. Solemn call to the universe to come into the courtroom 


to hear God's charge against the nation Israel, Chapter 1 


B. Preview of the future for Judah and Jerusalem, Chapter 
2 

C. Present view of Judah and Jerusalem, Chapter 3 

D. Another preview of the future, Chapter 4 

E. Parable of the vineyard and woes predicted on Israel, 


Chapter 5 
F. Isaiah’s personal call and commission as prophet, 


Chapter 6 

G. Prediction of local and far events, Chapters 7-10 
(Hope of future in coming Child) 

H. Millennial kingdom, Chapters 11, 12 

I. Burdens of surrounding nations (largely fulfilled), 


Chapters 13-23 


. Babylon will be made desolate (13:l-14:27). 

. Philistia will howl over its calamity (14:28-32). 

. Moab is lamented for her doom (15:Il—16:14). 
Damascus and Samaria will be plagued (17:1-14). 


. Ethiopia will be destroyed but left an access to God 
(18:1-7). 
6. Egypt will be confounded (19:1—20:6). 
7. Babylon's fall is reiterated (21:1-10). 
8. Edom is threatened (21:11,12). 
9. Arabia has a set time for calamity (21:13-17). 
10.Jerusalem will be invaded (22:1-25). 
11.Tyre will be overthrown (23:1-18). 
J. Kingdom, process and program by which the throne is 
established on earth, Chapters 24-34 
K. Kingdom, mundane blessings of the Millennium, 


Chapter 35 


A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE BOOK 


ll. Historic interlude (prose), Chapters 36-39 B. Salvation of Jehovah which comes through the 


(This section is probably a prophetic picture of how God suffering Servant, Chs 49-57 
will deliver His people in the Great Tribulation [see 2 1. Redeemer of the whole world, who is God's 
Kings 18, 19 and 2 Chronicles 29, 30].) Servant, Chapters 49:1-52:12 
A. King Hezekiah and the invasion of Sennacherib, 2. Redemption wrought by the suffering Servant, 
king of Assyria, Chapter 36 who is God's Sheep (Lamb), Chapters 52:13- 
B. King Hezekiah's prayer and the destruction of the 53:12 
Assyrian hosts, Chapter 37 3. Results of the redemption wrought by the 
C. King Hezekiah’s sickness, prayer and healing, Redeemer, who is God's only Savior, Chapters 54— 
Chapter 38 5/7 
D. King Hezekiah plays the fool, Chapter 39 C. Glory of Jehovah which comes through the 
suffering Servant, Chapters 58-66 
lll. Salvation (poetry), Chapters 40-66 1. Sin hinders the manifestation of the glory of God, 
Revelation of the Savior in the place of suffering. Chapters 58, 59 
A. Comfort of Jehovah which comes through the 2. Redeemer is coming to Zion, Chapters 60—66 
Servant, Chapters 40—48 (Polemic against idolatry — (Nothing can hinder God's progress — He will judge 
helo and hope come only through the Servant.) sin.) 


